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Abstract:

The book “Poetry and Poets” is one of the books written to highlight the famous Arab poets
known to the majority of literary people. It tells about the poets, their times, destinies,
circumstances in their poems, and their tribes, what is considered good in the news of the man
and what is considered good in his poetry, what is the scholars took from them of error and
mistake in their words or meanings, and what is the predecessors had done and the later ones
took. I discussed the divisions and levels of poetry, the aspects that make poetry desirable and
appropriate, and so on. The study followed an inductive and descriptive approach. This
research aims to trace a fundamental critical idea in the book: objectivity in criticism and its
judgments, where it identified the aesthetic foundations of its criticism, namely the quality of
diction and meaning in poetry. The flaws of poetry include affectation, natural talent, and the
poets of pretentiousness. Many conclusions are expected, the most important of which are: Ibn
Qutaybah represents the figure of both literary historian and literary critic; Ibn Qutaybah's
critical thinking tends, on the whole, to correct many of the erroneous forms of criticism
prevalent in his era and the era preceding it. The psychological state of the poet is noted, as he
belongs to the category of critics who see poetry as an expression of whet is in the realm of the
soul and not an imitation intended to provoke and amaze.
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